Operation 2.2.  ICT Network

Specific objective

To provide access to broadband infrastructure in the context of transition to information society.

Operation rationale

Although the digital backbone of the country is already in place, there is still a lot to be done in order to fully digitize the network at the local level in peripheral parts of both urban and rural areas. This is extremely important for the development of modern telecommunications. The national Internet connectivity has shown a significant improvement over the last year, both in terms of cross-connectivity, bandwidth, and affordability. The most critical is the slow development in network access in less urbanised and rural areas where no significant improvement relative to other indicators has been observed in recent years. This concerns ISDN penetration, nation-wide access to Internet via cable, and mobile Internet penetration, as well as the associated high costs and very low levels of PC use in households. 

Introduction of new information and communication technologies are also important tools for prevention of negative changes in demographic structures, in terms of creating possibility for attracting highly skilled people, innovations and consultation services in sub-urban surrounding and rural areas. 

In particular, public bodies require the means to service populations within and beyond settlements. While it is foreseen that the market should deliver the main national telecommunications infrastructures, there is evidence of specific market gaps in local connectivity to such infrastructures and in the lack of provision of services. For instance, there is no commercial interest for setting up infrastructure (including broadband and wireless services) and for development of informational and communicational services in sparsely populated and underdeveloped areas. Achievement of this objective is related to the introduction of broadband technologies for digital data transmission, leading to improved efficiency, scope and transparency of the services provided to the population (education, healthcare or such delivered by local and regional public bodies).

In this sense, this operation will support completing the modernization of the transmission telecommunications network, extension of the local telecommunication network in border and sparsely populated areas and the further digitalisation of this network.
Support will be in line with the State Information and Telecommunication Policy, based on ‘e-Europe’ and will take into account the indicative guidelines on criteria and modalities of implementation of structural funds in support of electronic communications SEC (2003) 895 as of 28 July 2003.
Support will be limited, to infrastructure, i.e. installations (dark fiber, ducts, masts, wireless) and equipment which is open to all operators and service providers. Access for all operators to the infrastructure at non-discriminatory conditions will be granted.

List of indicative activities to be supported

· Development of critical, secure, dependable and trusted public-owned infrastructure, built on broadband connections to urban surroundings and poorly urbanized territories and rural areas;

· Development of public server parks to host public information systems and data;

· Introduction of measures and systems to provide data and communication security meeting the European standards and business requirements;

· Support for municipal ICT infrastructure projects.

Beneficiaries

State Agency for Information Technology and Communications, specific beneficiary for construction of new state-owned ICT network.

Municipalities, for the municipal ICT infrastructure projects. 

