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Border Force 
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• Border Force is a law enforcement command within the Home 

Office. 

• We secure the UK border by carrying out immigration and customs 

controls for people and goods entering the UK.

In 2019/20 

• Over 14,000 drug seizures – including 3700KG of cocaine and 

2200Kg of heroin.

• Over 2500 firearms seized 

• Over 15,000 offensive weapons seized 



The Context
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• Clandestine illegal entry continue to be a significant threat to the UK

• Over 7,000 incidents were handled at controls in France alone last year

• This is almost 10,000 migrant attempts 

• Alongside 1700 migrant detections within the UK 

• Civil Penalty regime a key tool to counter the risk

• It targets complacent drivers rather than the organised attempts facilitated 

by criminal networks

• We recognise there is a shared responsibility between government and the 

haulage sector to minimise the threat and encourage opportunities like this 

to build partnerships within the industry



The Context
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UK Support 
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Migrant tactics continue to evolve 
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Clandestine Entrants Civil Penalties Team (CECPT) 

•Civil penalty schemes were introduced to encourage hauliers and 

drivers to comply with immigration rules and laws.

•These laws require drivers and hauliers to adequately secure their 

commercial loads, so that migrants cannot gain access and enter 

through UK clandestinely. 

•The aim of the schemes is to encourage compliance and act as a 

deterrent.  



Code of practice 

8

Civil penalty code of practice: prevention of clandestine 

entrants - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/civil-penalty-code-of-practice-prevention-of-clandestine-entrants


This is about security

Plan Ahead - Plan your route before you start your journey, avoid taking the same routes and 

stops for breaks, arrange a procedure with your company for authorising changes to interim or final 

destinations

Be Secure - Always secure your vehicle, when you leave it lock it & set alarms, always take your 

keys with you, while driving, lock the trailer load doors, lock your cab when unloading or loading, ensure your 

fuel tank is tamper proof

Park Safely - Before you start, plan where you are going to park and take your breaks, consider 

secure overnight parking, if possible park where you can see your vehicle, park with loading doors close to 

another vehicle or wall, when you return to the vehicle, check for any signs of interference

Be Aware - Never pick up passengers you don’t know, don’t leave personal property on view, 

avoid talking about loads or routes, use legitimate sources for buying road fuel, take all proper steps to 

protect documentation such as shipping orders
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The 10 Steps
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Checklist 
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Security Video
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Communications
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Accreditation Scheme
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Съгласно законодателството за граждански наказания, може да се наложи 

автомобилните превозвачи да заплатят глоби, ако превозват нелегални 

лица в Обединеното кралство със своите превозни средства. Нелегално 

лице е лице, което се укрива в превозно средство, влизащо в Обединеното 

кралство, с цел избягване на имиграционния контрол.

Собствениците на превозни средства, наемателите и водачите могат да 

бъдат глобени до £2 000 за всяко нелегално лице, което превозват.

Схемата за акредитация на граждански наказания е създадена, за да 

намали риска от получаване на глоби, като гарантира, че компаниите 

разполагат с ефективни системи за намаляване на броя на нелегалните 

лица.

Ако сте член на схемата и нелегални лица бъдат открити във Вашите 

превозни средства, компанията Ви няма да бъде глобена като собственик 

или наемател на автомобила, стига да работите в съответствие със 

схемата.



Accreditation Scheme

IT IS FREE TO APPLY

The scheme is open to road haulage companies of any size or nationality operating 

between Continental Europe and the United Kingdom.
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How you can help?
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REPORT ANYTHING 

SUSPICIOUS TO:

Immigration Enforcement 

Hotline 0300 123 7000 or

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

Report an immigration crime -

GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/report-immigration-crime


How you can help? 

Crime Stoppers Campaign 
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On 8 February, UK charity Crimestoppers in partnership 

with the Home Office and National Crime Agency, 

launched a UK-wide campaign to crack down on people 

smuggling. 

The campaign will run for 10 weeks with materials 

displayed in service stations, washrooms, and ports 

supported by targeted radio and online digital adverts. 

Next steps…

The campaign creatives will be adapted for an EU 

audience, and made available to for download. Please 

sign-up to be contacted about this campaign – details 

on the next slide.



How you can help? 

Inform future communications
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We are committed to ensuring we provide you with relevant and useful 

communications material that supports drivers and managers with keeping their 

vehicle secure and preventing illegal migration. 

If you are a Haulier Manager or Driver….

To be kept up to date about current and future campaigns, and to provide your 

feedback on the communications materials you’d find helpful: 

Please email portinformation@homeoffice.gov.uk to be added to our haulier 

mailing list

mailto:portinformation@homeoffice.gov.uk


Information 

WEBSITE

https://www.gov.uk/secure-your-vehicle-to-help-stop-illegal-immigration

CONTACT US 

BF.CECPT@homeoffice.gov.uk

CHECKLISTS 

Vehicle security checklist - Publications - GOV.UK

10 STEPS -

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/342665/10_steps_t

o_avoid_a_penalty.pdf
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https://www.gov.uk/secure-your-vehicle-to-help-stop-illegal-immigration
mailto:BF.CECPT@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vehicle-security-checklist
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/342665/10_steps_to_avoid_a_penalty.pdf


Questions ?

THANK YOU  &

ANY QUESTIONS?
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