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CHAPTER 9: TRANSPORT POLICY

ANNEX A3

LIST OF THE OF THE SECONDARY LEGISLATION ISSUED UNDER THE ROAD TRAFFIC LAW, THE ROAD TRANSPORT LAW AND THE ROADS LAW

· Secondary legislation issued under the Road Traffic Law

· Decree № 243 of the Council of Ministers from 27 December 1999 on the establishment of a State-public Consultative Commission on Road Traffic Safety under the Minister of Transport and Communications, promulgated in SG № 114/30 December 1999, in force since 1 January 2000
· Regulation № 31 of 26 July 1999 on requirements, terms and conditions for acquiring driver’s qualification, issued by the Minister of Transport and the Minister of Science and Education, promulgated in SG № 69/ 3 August 1999, in force since 1 September 1999., amendments promulgate in SG № 2 /7 January 2000, in force since 1 January 2000
· Regulation № 32 of 5 August 1999 on periodical roadworthiness tests of vehicles, issued by the Minister of Transport in SG № 74/20 August 1999, in force since 1 September 1999
· Regulation № I-165 of 7 September 1999 on the terms and conditions of driver's license issuing, statistics on drivers and drivers’ discipline, issued by the Minister of Interior, promulgated in SG № 85/ 28 September 1999, amendments promulgate in SG № 111/ 21 December 1999, in force since 21 December 1999
· Regulation № I-45 of 24 April 2000 on registration of motor vehicles and their trailers and their statistics, promulgated in SG № 31 / 14 April 2000, in force since 23 November 2000
· Regulation № 1 of 17 January 2001 on road traffic organisation, issued by the Minister of regional development and public works, promulgated in SG № 13 / 10 February 2001, in force since 10 February 2001
· Regulation № 2 of 17 January 2001 on road signalling by road marking, issued by the Minister of regional development and public works, promulgated in SG № 13 / 10 February 2001, in force since 10 February 2001
Secondary legislation issued under the Road Transport Law

· Regulation on the administrative structure of Directorate General “Road Transport Administration”, issued by the Minister of Transport, promulgated in SG № 113 / 28 December 1999, in force since 1 January 2000 
· Regulation № 34 of 6 December 1999 on taxi transport of passengers, issued by the Minister of transport, promulgated in SG № 109/14 December 1999, in force since 14 December 1999
· Regulation № 33 of 3 November 1999 on carriage of passengers and goods by road on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, issued by the Minister of Transport, promulgated in SG № 101/23 November 1999, in force since 23 November 1999
· Regulation № 35 of 3 November 1999 on functional and technical requirements for electronic taximeters with fiscal memory, issued by the Minister of Transport, the Minister of Finance and the Chairperson of Standardisation and Metrology State Agency, promulgate in SG № 97/ 9 November 1999, in force since 9 November 1999. 

· Decree № 81 of the Council of Ministers from 10 May 2000 on the adoption of Tariff № 5 on charges levied in the system of the Ministry of Transport and Communications

· Decree № 156 of the Council of Ministers from 31 July 2000 on the adoption of Tariff  on charges levied in the system of the Ministry of Education and Sciences

Secondary legislation issued under the Roads Law

· Regulation on the administrative structure of Executive agency “Roads”, adopted by Council of Ministers Decree № 143 of 25 July 2000, promulgated in SG № 63 / 1 august 2000 , in force since 1 January 2000

· Regulation № 1 of 26 May 2000 on road design - issued by the Minister of Regional Development and Public Works, promulgated in SG № 47 / 9 June 2000, in force since 10 December 2000
· Regulations on the application of the Roads Law, promulgated in SG № 98 / 1 December 2000, in force since 1 December 2000

At the same time, all previously adopted secondary legislation provisions not contradicting the new laws are still in force and are implemented.

ANNEX A4

TRANSPOSITION TABLE OF DIRECTIVE 96/26

Article 3, item 2, Directive 96/26

2. Member States shall determine the conditions which must be fulfilled by undertakings established within their territory in order to satisfy the good-repute requirement.
They shall provide that this requirement is not satisfied, or is no longer satisfied, if the natural person or persons who are deemed to satisfy this condition under paragraph 1:
(a) have been convicted of serious criminal offences, including offences of a commercial nature,
(b) have been declared unfit to pursue the occupation of road transport operator under any rules in force,
(c) have been convicted of serious, repeated offences against the rules in force concerning:
- the pay and employment conditions in the profession, or
- road haulage or road passenger transport, as appropriate, in particular the rules relating to drivers' driving and rest periods, the weights and dimensions of commercial vehicles, road safety and vehicle safety.
In the cases referred to under (a), (b) and (c), the good-repute requirement shall remain unsatisfied until rehabilitation or any other measure having an equivalent effect has taken place, pursuant to the existing relevant national provisions.


Article 7, para 3, Road Transport Law;


/3/ The conditions and order for establishment of the requirements of para 2 and for the issue of a licence are defined a Regulation, issued by the Minister of Transport.

§ 1, item 7, Additional Provisions of the Road Transport Law;

“Reliability” is a state of combination of qualities and circumstances, guaranteeing that the person in charge of a vehicle by action and behaviour does not threaten the society or the economy of the state.

Article 5, Regulation № 3;


Article 5.  According to Article 4, item 1 reliable is the haulier with good repute or the person appointed to manage the transport activity of the company if it was not convicted for crime and was not deprived of the right to perform transport activity.

Article 8, para 1, letter c), Regulation № 3


Article 8.  (1) Person wishing to be licenced for performing international transport of passengers and goods submits an application to the Ministry of Transport to which the following documents are enclosed:


c) a certificate showing no previous conviction of the person appointed to manage the transport activity and two letters of recommendation for good repute of the haulier by clients, forwarders, touring agencies etc.;



Article 3, item 3, Directive 96/26

Letters a), b), c) and d)

3. (a) Appropriate financial standing shall consist in having available sufficient resources to ensure proper launching and proper administration of the undertaking.
(b) For the purposes of assessing financial standing, the competent authority shall have regard to: annual accounts of the undertaking, if any; funds available, including cash at bank, overdraft and loan facilities; any assets, including property, which are available to provide security for the undertaking; costs, including purchase cost or initial payment for vehicles, premises, plant and equipment, and working capital.
(c) The undertaking must have available capital and reserves of at least:
- ECU 3 000 per vehicle used or
- ECU 150 per tonne of the maximum authorized weight of the road haulage vehicles used by the undertaking, or
- ECU 150 per seat of the passenger transport vehicles used by the undertaking,
whichever is the lower.
Member States may derogate from the first subparagraph in the case of transport undertakings which pursue their activities exclusively on the national market.
(d) For the proposes of points (a), (b) and (c), the competent authority may accept as evidence of financial standing confirmation or assurance given by a bank or other suitably qualified establishment. Such confirmation or assurance may be given in the form of a bank guarantee or by any other similar means.



Article 7, para 3, Road Transport Law;


/3/ The conditions and order for establishment of the requirements of para 2 and for the issue of a licence are defined a Regulation, issued by the Minister of Transport.

§ 1, item 8, Road Transport Law;

“Financial Standing” denotes availability of sufficient financial means, which provide for the work of the haulier.

Article 7, Regulation № 3; 


Article 7.  (In force from 01.01.1999) According to Article 4, item 3 financially capable is the haulier that has financial resources  for performing transport activity and good management of the company at the minimum ammount of 5 000 leva own (registered) capital, but no less than 10 minimum salaries for the country – for each vehicle.

Article 8, para 1, letter b) and e), Regulation № 3 


b) document confirming the financial standing of the haulier  - bank guaranties, book-keeping account and balance, registered capital and other equal documents;


e) certified copy of the tax registration certificate;

Article 3, item 4, Directive 96/26

4. The condition relating to professional competence shall consist in the possession of skills demonstrated by passing a written examination, which may take the form of a multiple-choice examination, organized by the authority or body designated for this purpose by each Member State in the subjects listed in Annex I.
Member States may exempt from examination applicant road transport operators who provide proof of at least five years' practical experience in a transport undertaking at management level.
Member States may exempt the holders of certain advanced diplomas or technical diplomas which provide proof of a sound knowledge of the subjects listed in Annex I to be defined by them from sitting an examination in the subjects covered by the diplomas.
A certificate issued by the authority or body referred to in the first subparagraph must be produced as proof of professional competence.




Article 7, para 3, Road Transport Law;

     /3/ The conditions and order for establishment of the requirements of para 2 and for the issue of a licence are defined a Regulation, issued by the Minister of Transport.

§ 1, item 9, Road Transport Law;

“Professional Competence” means possessing of knowledge and skills in particular fields, acquired by attending specialized training courses or acquired from the transport experience of the persons, appointed to manage the transport activity of the haulier.

Article 6, para 1, Regulation № 3;


Article 6.  (1) According to Article 4, item 2 professional competent is the haulier or the person appointed to manage the transport activity that has knowledge in the fields listed in Annex I, gained by specialized qualification courses according to approved program and has at least secondary education. 

Article 8, para 1, letter d), Regulation № 3;


d) document for passed professional competence exam for the haulier and/or the person, appointed with labor contract to manage the transport activity, and professional competence certificate,  psychological fitness certificate for the drivers issued by the State Automobile Inspectorate according to sample (annexes № 2 and 3);

Annex № 1 – List of the fields where the professional competence knowledge is needed, Regulation № 3  


List of the fields where the professional competence knowledge is needed 


I.  Law 


Knowledge in the field of civil, trade, social and tax legislation including:


General knowledge on contracts;


Transport contracts in particular haulier’s responsibility (essence and limits);


Trade companies;


Trade papers;


Labor law and social security;


Tax regime.


II.  trade and financial management of the company


Terms of payment and financing;


Calculation and cost price;


Pricing, tariff and terms for performing transport;


Insurance;


Invoicing;


Bus stations, ticket selling;


Supporting activities related to the transport of goods.


III.  Access to the market


The provisions for the access to the profession and its management;


Transport documents;


Transport organization, service and elaborating of transport plan when performing transport of passengers;


Terms for performing transport of passengers.


IV.  Technical norms and operation


Weight and dimensions of the vehicles;


Choice of vehicle;


Receiving of the vehicle and registration;


Maintenance standards of the vehicle;


Loading and unloading activities;


Transport of dangerous goods, transport of luggage.


V.  Road safety


Law, by-law and administrative provisions in the field of road traffic;


Road safety;


Road network;


Preventive activities and measures to be taken in case of road accident.


VI. International regulatory regime


Bilateral and multilateral agreements for international transport between the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Governments of other Contracting Parties;


Provisions and requirements applied to the Bulgarian hauliers and arising from the national legislation of the territories through which the transport is performed;


International conventions and agreements;


Customs clearance and procedures;


Formalities and procedures applied when crossing the border;


Main provisions in the field of road traffic in different countries.


Article 3, Directive 96/26

a/ b/ c/ 

Article 3
1. Undertakings wishing to engage in the occupation of road transport operator shall:
(a) be of good repute;
(b) be of appropriate financial standing;
(c) satisfy the condition as to professional competence.



Article 7, para 2, Road Transport Law


/2/ Licence for passengers and goods transport by vehicles with Bulgarian registration is issued in the cases when the haulier meets the requirements for:


1. reliability;


2. professional competence;


3. financial standing;


4. transport fitness of the vehicles, by which the transport is performed.



Article 2, item 1, Directive 96/26

1. This Directive shall not apply to undertakings engaged in the occupation of road haulage operator by means of vehicles the permissible payload of which does not exceed 3,5 tonnes or the permissible total laden weight of which does not exceed 6 tonnes. Member States may, however, lower the said limits for all or some categories of transport operations.



Article 6, para 2 and 3, Road transport Law


/2/ Licence is not required for persons who transport goods by vehicles with payload up to 1,5 tons or maximum permissible weight up to 3,5 tons.


/3/ Licence is not required for transport of passengers and goods in occasions of natural disasters, failures and other emergency situations.



98/76 EC

Council Directive 98/76/EC of 1 October 1998 amending Directive 96/26/EC on admission to the occupation of road haulage operator and road passenger transport operator and mutual recognition of diplomas, certificates and other evidence of formal qualifications intended to facilitate for these operators the right to freedom of establishment in national and international transport operations 

Annex I – List of subjects referred to in Article 3, item 4

'ANNEX I
I. LIST OF SUBJECTS REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 3(4)
The knowledge to be taken into consideration for the official recognition of professional competence by the Member States must cover at least the subjects listed below for road haulage and road passenger transport respectively. In relation to these subjects, applicant road haulage and road passenger transport operators must have the levels of knowledge and practical aptitude necessary for the management of a transport undertaking.
The minimum level of knowledge, as indicated below, may not be below level 3 of the the training-level structure laid down in the Annex to Decision 85/368/EEC (1), that is the level achieved in training acquired in the course of compulsory education supplemented either by vocational training and supplementary technical training or by secondary-level school technical training.
(1) Council Decision 85/368/EEC of 16 July 1985 on the comparability of vocational training qualifications between the Member States of the European Community (OJ L 199, 31. 7. 1985, p. 56).
A. Civil law
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular:
1. be familiar with the main types of contract used in road transport and with the rights and obligations arising therefrom;
2. be capable of negotiating a legally valid transport contract, notably with regard to conditions of carriage;
Road haulage
3. be able to consider a claim by his principal regarding compensation for loss of or damage to goods during transportation or for their late delivery, and to understand how such a claim affects his contractual liability;
4. be familiar with the rules and obligations arising from the CMR Convention on the contract for the international carriage of goods by road;
Road passenger transport
5. be able to consider a claim by his principal regarding compensation for injury to passengers or damage to their baggage caused by an accident during transportation, or regarding compensation for delays, and to understand how such a claim affects his contractual liability.
B. Commercial law
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular:
1. be familiar with the conditions and formalities laid down for plying the trade, the general obligations incumbent upon transport operators (registration, keeping records, etc.) and the consequences of bankruptcy;
2. have appropriate knowledge of the various forms of commercial company and the rules governing their constitution and operation.
C. Social law
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular:
1. be familiar with the role and function of the various social institutions which are concerned with road transport (trade unions, works councils, shop stewards, labour inspectors, etc.);
2. be familiar with the employers' social security obligations;
3. be familiar with the rules governing work contracts for the various categories of worker employed by road transport undertakings (form of the contracts, obligations of the parties, working conditions and working hours, paid leave, remuneration, breach of contract, etc.);
4. be familiar with the provisions of Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85 (1) and Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 (2), and the practical arrangements for implementing these Regulations.
(1) Council Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85 of 20 December 1985 on the harmonisation of certain social legislation relating to road transport (OJ L 370, 31. 12. 1985, p. 1).
(2) Council Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 of 20 December 1985 on recording equipment in road transport (OJ L 370, 31. 12. 1985, p. 8). Regulation as last amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No 1056/97 (OJ L 154, 12. 6. 1997, p. 21).
D. Fiscal law
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular, be familiar with the rules governing:
1. VAT on transport services;
2. motor-vehicle tax;
3. the taxes on certain road haulage vehicles and tolls and infrastructure user charges;
4. income tax.
E. Business and financial management of the undertaking
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular:
1. be familiar with the laws and practices regarding the use of cheques, bills of exchange, promissory notes, credit cards and other means or method of payment;
2. be familiar with the various forms of credit (bank credit, documentary credit, guarantee deposits, mortgages, leasing, renting, factoring, etc.) and with the charges and obligations arising from them;
3. know what a balance sheet is, how it is set out and how to interpret it;
4. be able to read and interpret a profit and loss account;
5. be able to assess the undertakings's profitability and financial position, in particular on the basis of financial ratios;
6. be able to prepare a budget;
7. be familiar with his undertaking's cost elements (fixed costs, variable costs, working capital, depreciation, etc.), and be able to calculate costs per vehicle, per kilometre, per journey or per tonne;
8. be able to draw up an organisation chart relating to the undertaking's personnel as a whole and to organise work plans, etc.;
9. be familiar with the principles of marketing, publicity and public relations, including transport services sales promotion and the preparation of customer files, etc.;
10. be familiar with the different types of insurance relating to road transport (liability, accidental injury/life insurance, non-life and luggage insurance) and with the guarantees and obligations arising therefrom;
11. be familiar with the applications of electronic data transmission in road transport;
Road haulage
12. be able to apply the rules governing the invoicing of road haulage services and know the meaning and implications of Incoterms;
13. be familiar with the different categories of transport auxiliaries, their role, their functions and, where appropriate, their status;
Road passenger transport
14. be able to apply the rules governing fares and pricing in public and private passenger transport;
15. be able to apply the rules governing the invoicing of road passenger transport services.
F. Access to the market
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular:
1. be familiar with the occupational regulations governing road transport for hire or reward, industrial vehicle rental and sub-contracting, and in particular the rules governing the official organisation of the occupation, admission to the occupation, authorisations for intra- and extra-Community road transport operations, inspections and sanctions;
2. be familiar with the rules for setting up a road transport undertaking;
3. be familiar with the various documents required for operating road transport services and be able to introduce checking procedures for ensuring that the approved documents relating to each transport operation, and in particular those relating to the vehicle, the driver, the goods and luggage are kept both in the vehicle and on the premises of the undertaking;
Road haulage
4. be familiar with the rules on the organisation of the market in road haulage services, on freight handling and logistics;
5. be familiar with frontier formalities, the role and scope of T documents and TIR carnets, and the obligations and responsibilities arising from their use;
Road passenger transport
6. be familiar with the rules on the organisation of the market in road passenger transport;
7. be familiar with the rules for introducing road passenger transport services and be able to draw up transport plans.
G. Technical standards and aspects of operation
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular:
1. be familiar with the rules concerning the weights and dimensions of vehicles in the Member States and the procedures to be followed in the case of abnormal loads which constitute an exception to these rules;
2. be able to choose vehicles and their components (chassis, engine, transmission system, braking system, etc.) in accordance with the needs of the undertaking;
3. be familiar with the formalities relating to the type approval, registration and technical inspection of these vehicles;
4. understand what measures must be taken to reduce noise and to combat air pollution by motor vehicle exhaust emissions;
5. be able to draw up periodic maintenance plans for the vehicles and their equipment;
Road haulage
6. be familiar with the different types of cargo-handling and loading devices (tailboards, containers, pallets, etc.) and be able to introduce procedures and issue instructions for loading and unloading goods (load distribution, stacking, stowing, blocking and chocking, etc.);
7. be familiar with the various techniques of "piggy-back" and roll-on roll-off combined transport;
8. be able to implement procedures for complying with the rules on the carriage of dangerous goods and waste, notably those arising from Directive 94/55/EC (1), Directive 96/35/EC (2), and Regulation (EEC) No 259/93 (3);
9. be able to implement procedures for complying with the rules on the carriage of perishable foodstuffs, notably those arising from the Agreement on the international carriage of perishable foodstuffs and on the special equipment to be used for such carriage (ATP);
10. be able to implement procedures for complying with the rules on the transport of live animals.
(1) Council Directive 94/55/EC of 21 November 1994 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States with regard to the transport of dangerous goods by road (OJ L 319, 12. 12. 1994, p. 7). Directive as last amended by Commission Directive 96/86/EC (OJ L 335, 24. 12. 1996, p. 43).
(2) Council Directive 96/35/EC of 3 June 1996 on the appointment and vocational qualification of safety advisers for the transport of dangerous goods by road, rail and inland waterway (OJ L 145, 19. 6. 1996, p. 10).
(3) Council Regulation (EEC) No 259/93 of 1 February 1993 on the supervision and control of shipments of waste within, into and out of the European Community (OJ L 30, 6. 12. 1993, p. 1). Regulation as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 120/97 (OJ L 22, 24. 1. 1997, p. 14).
H. Road safety
Road haulage and passenger transport
The applicant must, in particular:
1. know what qualifications are required for drivers (driving licence, medical certificates, certificates of fitness, etc.);
2. be able to take the necessary steps to ensure that drivers comply with the traffic rules, prohibitions and restrictions in force in different Member States (speed limits, priorities, waiting and parking restrictions, use of lights, road signs, etc.);
3. be able to draw up drivers' instructions for checking their compliance with the safety requirements concerning the condition of the vehicles, their equipment and cargo, and concerning preventive measures to be taken;
4. be able to lay down procedures to be followed in the event of an accident and to implement appropriate procedures for preventing the recurrence of accidents or serious traffic offences;
Road passenger transport
5. have elementary knowledge of the layout of the road network in the Member States.
II. ORGANISATION OF THE EXAMINATION
1. Member States shall organise a compulsory written examination which they may supplement by an optional oral examination to establish whether applicant road transport operators have achieved the required level of knowledge in the subjects listed in part I, in particular, their capacity to use the instruments and techniques relating thereto and to fulfil the corresponding executive and coordination duties.
(a) The compulsory written examination shall involve two tests, namely:
- written questions consisting of either multiple choice questions (each with four possible answers), questions requiring direct answers or a combination of both systems,
- written exercises/case studies.
The minimum duration of each test is two hours.
(b) Where an oral examination is organised, Member States may stipulate that participation is subject to successful completion of the written examination.
2. Where Member States also organise an oral examination, they must provide, in respect of each of the three tests, for a weighting of marks of a minimum of 25 % and a maximum of 40 % of the total number of marks to be given.
Where Member States organise only a written examination they must provide, in respect of each test, for a weighting of marks of a minimum of 40 % and a maximum of 60 % of the total number of marks to be given.
3. With regard to all the tests, applicants must obtain an average of at least 60 % of the total number of marks to be given, achieving in any given test not less than 50 % of the total number of marks possible. In one test only, a Member State may reduce that mark from 50 % to 40 %`.
Annex № 1 – List of the fields where the professional competence knowledge is needed, Regulation № 3


List of the fields where the professional competence knowledge is needed 


I.  Law 


Knowledge in the field of civil, trade, social and tax legislation including:


General knowledge on contracts;


Transport contracts in particular haulier’s responsibility (essence and limits);


Trade companies;


Trade papers;


Labor law and social security;


Tax regime.


II.  trade and financial management of the company


Terms of payment and financing;


Calculation and cost price;


Pricing, tariff and terms for performing transport;


Insurance;


Invoicing;


Bus stations, ticket selling;


Supporting activities related to the transport of goods.


III.  Access to the market


The provisions for the access to the profession and its management;


Transport documents;


Transport organization, service and elaborating of transport plan when performing transport of passengers;


Terms for performing transport of passengers.


IV.  Technical norms and operation


Weight and dimensions of the vehicles;


Choice of vehicle;


Receiving of the vehicle and registration;


Maintenance standards of the vehicle;


Loading and unloading activities;


Transport of dangerous goods, transport of luggage.


V.  Road safety


Law, by-law and administrative provisions in the field of road traffic;


Road safety;


Road network;


Preventive activities and measures to be taken in case of road accident.


VI. International regulatory regime


Bilateral and multilateral agreements for international transport between the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Governments of other Contracting Parties;


Provisions and requirements applied to the Bulgarian hauliers and arising from the national legislation of the territories through which the transport is performed;


International conventions and agreements;


Customs clearance and procedures;


Formalities and procedures applied when crossing the border;


Main provisions in the field of road traffic in different countries.

ANNEX A5
TIMETABLE FOR INCREASING THE FINANCIAL STANDING CRITERIA

Timetable for increasing the financial standing criteria

The Data are in euro

Years
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

First vehicle 
385
385
2500
3150
3800
4450
5100
5750
6400
7050
7700
8350
9000

Additional vehicles
385
385
500
950
1400
1850
2300
2750
3200
3650
4100
4550
5000

ANNEX A6

TRANSPOSITION TABLE OF REGULATION 3820/85

Article 5, Regulation 3820/85

1. The minimum ages for drivers engaged in the carriage of goods shall be as follows: 
(a) for vehicles, including, where appropriate, trailers or semi-trailers, having a permissible maximum weight of not more than 7,5 tonnes, 18 years; 
(b) for other vehicles: 
- 21 years, or 
- 18 years provided that the person concerned holds a certificate of professional competence recognized by one of the Member States confirming that he has completed a training course for drivers of vehicles intended for the carriage of goods by road, in conformity with Community rules on the minimum level of training for road transport drivers. 



Article 151, Road Traffic Law;


Article 151.  (1) Vehicle may be driven by a person having driving licence valid for the category of the driven vehicle.


(2) Driving licence is issued by the bodies of the Ministry of Interior to a person that is:


1.  aged:


а) 16 years – for driving moped;


б) 17 years – for driving wheel tractor;


в) 21 years – for driving vehicle category С + Е, D, trolley, tram and motorcycle with engine over 350 m3;


г) 18 years – for all other vehicles;


2.  physically fitted to drive vehicle of the respective category and for the categories С, D, Ттb (trolley) и Ттм (tram motor car) – and physically fitted;


3.  passed a training for driver of vehicle and an exam.
Article 87, Road Transport Law;

The minimum age of the drivers, performing transport of goods and passengers with a maximum permissible weight of the vehicle above 7,5 tons is 21 years, and for all others - 18 years. 

Article 43, Regulation № 3


Article 43.  (1) The haulier admits to driving of the vehicles for international transport of passengers and goods only drivers who have concluded a labor contract with the haulier.


(2) The haulier organizes the activity and the labor of the drivers in compliance with the provisions of the conventions: Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Passengrs and Luggage by Road (CVR), Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR), Customs Convention on the International Transport of Goods under Cover of TIR Carnets  (TIR), European Agreement concerning the Work of Crews of Vehicles engaged in International Road transport (AETR), European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR) etc., the Road Traffic Law and the regulatory acts on its application, as well as creating conditions for their qualification enhance.


Article 6, Regulation 3820/85; 

Article 6 
1. The driving period between any two daily rest periods or between a daily rest period and a weekly rest period, hereinafter called 'daily driving period', shall not exceed nine hours. It may be extended twice in any one week to 10 hours. 
A driver must, after no more than six daily driving periods, take a weekly rest period as defined in Article 8 (3). 
The weekly rest period may be postponed until the end of the sixth day if the total driving time over the six days does not exceed the maximum corresponding to six daily driving periods. 
In the case of the international carriage of passengers, other than on regular services, the terms 'six' and 'sixth' in the second and and third subparagraphs shall be replaced by 'twelve' and 'twelfth' respectively. 
Member States may extend the application of the previous subparagraph to national passenger services within their territory, other than regular services. 
2. The total period of driving in any one fortnight shall not exceed 90 hours. 


Article 7, Regulation 3820/85;

Article 7 
1. After four-and-a-half hours' driving, the driver shall observe a break of at least 45 minutes, unless he begins a rest period. 
2. This break may be replaced by breaks of at least 15 minutes each distributed over the driving period or immediately after this period in such a way as to comply with the provisions of paragraph 1. 
3. By way of exception from paragraph 1, in the case of national carriage of passengers on regular services Member States may fix the minimum break at not less than 30 minutes after a driving period not exceeding four hours. Such exceptions may be granted only in cases where breaks in driving of over 30 minutes could hamper the flow of urban traffic and where it is not possible for drivers to take a 15-minute break within four-and-a-half hours of driving prior to a 30-minute break. 
4. During these breaks, the driver may not carry out any other work. For the purposes of this Article, the waiting time and time not devoted to driving spent in a vehicle in motion, a ferry, or a train shall not be regarded as 'other work'. 
5. The breaks observed under this Article may not be regarded as daily rest periods. 

Article 8, Regulation 3820/85

Article 8 
1. In each period of 24 hours, the driver shall have a daily rest period of at least 11 consecutive hours, which may be reduced to a minimum of nine consecutive hours not more than three times in any one week, on condition that an equivalent period of rest be granted as compensation before the end of the following week. 
On days when the rest is not reduced in accordance with the first subparagraph, it may be taken in two or three separate periods during the 24-hour period, one of which must be of at least eight consecutive hours. In this case the minimum length of the rest shall be increased to 12 hours. 
2. During each period of 30 hours when a vehicle is manned by at least two drivers, each driver shall have a rest period of not less than eight consecutive hours. 
3. In the course of each week, one of the rest periods referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be extended, by way of weekly rest, to a total of 45 consecutive hours. This rest period may be reduced to a minimum of 36 consecutive hours if taken at the place where the vehicle is normally based or where the driver is based, or to a minimum of 24 consecutive hours if taken elsewhere. Each reduction shall be compensated by an equivalent rest taken en bloc before the end of the third week following the week in question. 
4. A weekly rest period which begins in one week and continues into the following week may be attached to either of these weeks. 
5. In the case of the carriage of passengers to which Article 6 (1), fourth or fifth subparagraph, applies, the weekly rest period may be postponed until the week following that in respect of which the rest is due and added on to that second week's weekly rest. 
6. Any rest taken as compensation for the reduction of the daily and/or weekly rest periods must be attached to another rest of at least eight hours and shall be granted, at the request of the person concerned, at the vehicle's parking place or driver's base. 
7. The daily rest period may be taken in a vehicle, as long as it is fitted with a bunk and is stationary. 
Article 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 87 and 89, Road Transport Law

Art. 78. In each 24 consecutive hours, the driving time of a vehicle driver in international and interurban public transport cannot exceed 9 hours, and for the town public transport – 12 hours.  


Art. 79. After minimum 6 periods of everyday driving, the driver has to have a weekly rest.


Art. 80.  The total duration of the driving time must not exceed 90 hours for a period of 2 consecutive weeks.


Art. 81. /1/ After a period of four and a half hours of driving, the driver must have a break at least for 45 minutes, unless a rest period starts. 


/2/ The break under para 1 can be replaced by breaks of 15 minutes each, in the driving period of the vehicle.


/3/ During the breaks under para 2 the driver is not allowed to execute other activities. The waiting time and the time, during which the driver is not driving the vehicle - on ferry-boat or train, is not considered “other activities”. 


/4/ The breaks under this article are not considered daily rests.


Art. 82. During each 24 hours period the driver uses at least 11 consecutive hours day rest. 


Art. 83. During each period of 30 hours, when on board of the vehicle there are at least two drivers, each one of them uses a day rest with a duration of minimum 8 consecutive hours.


Art. 84. The day rest can be used in the vehicle, provided there is a sleeping place and the vehicle is not in motion.      

   Art. 85. For unsettled cases the provisions of the European Agreement Concerning the Work of Crews of Vehicles, Engaged in International Road Traffic /AETR (State Gazette, iss. 99 / 1995)/ are applied.


Art. 87. The minimum age of the drivers, performing transport of goods and passengers with a maximum permissible weight of the vehicle above 7,5 tons is 21 years, and for all others – 18 years. 


Art. 89. The Minister of Transport determines by a Regulation the requirements for the obligatory use of control devices for registration of the data for the motion of the vehicles and work of the crews.

 

Article 14, Regulation 3820/85;

Article 14 
1. In the case of 
- regular national passenger services, and 
- regular international passenger services whose route terminals are located within a distance of 50 kilometres as the crow flies from a frontier between two Member States and whose route length does not exceed 100 kilometres, 
which are subject to this Regulation, a service timetable and a duty roster shall be drawn up by the undertaking. 
2. The duty roster shall show, in respect of each driver, the name, place where based and the schedule laid down in advance for various periods of driving, other work and availability. 
3. The duty roster shall include all the particulars specified in paragraph 2 for a minimum period covering both the current week and the weeks immediately preceding and following that week. 
4. The duty roster shall be signed by the head of the undertaking or by a person authorized to represent him. 
5. Each driver assigned to a service referred to in paragraph 1 shall carry an extract from the duty roster and a copy of the service timetable. 
6. The duty roster shall be kept by the undertaking for one year after expiry of the period covered. The undertaking shall give an extract from the roster to the drivers concerned who request it. 
7. This Article shall not apply to the drivers of vehicles fitted with recording equipment used in accordance with the provisions of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 of 20 December 1985 on recording equipment in road transport (1). 

Article 15, Regulation 3820/85 

Article 15 
1. The transport undertaking shall organize drivers' work in such a way that drivers are able to comply with the relevant provisions of this Regulation and of Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85. 
2. The undertaking shall make periodic checks to ensure that the provisions of these two Regulations have been complied with. If breaches are found to have occurred, the undertaking shall take appropriate steps to prevent their repetition. 


 
Article 88, Road Transport Law;


Art. 88. /1/ The haulier must draft a time-table for the driver’s work and a log for performing transport of passengers and goods. 


/2/ The log has to be signed by the chief of the enterprise or by an authorised by him person.


/3/ The information, that should be contained in the log and the time for keeping are determined by a Regulation, issued by the Minister of Transport.

Article 90, Road Transport Law


Art. 90. The hauliers shall organise the crews’ labour, observing at the same time the requirements of Article 78 – 88 contained in this Law. 



Article 10, Regulation 3820/85

Article 10 
Payments to wage-earning drivers, even in the form of bonuses or wage supplements, related to distances travelled and/or the amount of goods carried shall be prohibited, unless these payments are of such a kind as not to endanger road safety.
Article 86, Road Transport Law

Art. 86. Stimulation of drivers for travelled distance is not allowed, including in the form of prizes.

ANNEX A7

TRANSPOSITION TABLE OF DIRECTIVE 88/599

Article 3, item 1, Directive 88/599;

Roadside checks

1. Roadside checks shall be organized in different places at any time, covering a sufficiently extensive part of the road network to make it difficult to avoid checkpoints. 

Article 4, item 1 and 3, Directive 88/599

Checks at the premises of undertakings

1. Checks at premises as provided for in Article 2 (1) shall be planned taking account of past experience of different categories of transport. 

Checks shall also be carried out at premsies of undertakings when serious breaches of Regulations (EEC) No 3820/85 and (EEC) No 3821/85 have been detected at the roadside. 

3. For the purposes laid down in this Article, checks carried out at the premises of the competent authorities, on the basis of relevant documents handed over by undertakings at the request of the said authorities, shall have the same status as checks carried out at the premises of undertakings. 
Article 91, Road Transport Law

The Minister of Transport jointly with the Minister of Interior, administers and exercise the control on the application of the Law in the performing of transport of passengers and goods by vehicles with Bulgarian or foreign registration, excluding the transports,  performed by the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Defence, or other military units in other Ministries and Departments. 


/2/ The control exercised according to para 1, is realised by the State Automobile Inspectorate. 


/3/ The officials working in the State Automobile Inspectorate have the rights: 


1. to stop for a check all vehicles, performing passenger and goods transport.


2. of access to all garages, car service workshops, bus stations and all premises, associated  with the hauliers’ activities. 


3. to require for checking and if necessary to retain  all the documents associated  with the transport of passengers and goods. 


4. to exercise control upon the sequence of applications, granting, usage and recordings of the permissions for transport of passengers and goods.

ANNEX A8

TABLE OF COMPARISON OF 

REGULATION 3821/85

Directive 3821/85 

Council Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 of 20 December 1985 on recording equipment in road transport 


Regulation on Tachygraphs

Article 89, Road Transport Law;


Art. 89. The Minister of Transport determines by a Regulation the requirements for the obligatory use of control devices for registration of the data for the motion of the vehicles and work of the crews.



ANNEX A9
DRAFT REGULATION ON 

VEHICLES TYPE APPROVAL

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

R E G U L A T I O N

ON THE VEHICLES TYPE-APPROVAL 

Chapter One

General Provisions
Article 1. This Regulation shall settle the order and the terms for the type-approval of vehicles designed to be driven on the roads open for public use, including their equipment, systems, components and separate technical units.

Article 2. The type-approval of vehicles shall be performed by the Technical Service at the Road Transport Administration (TSRTA).

Article 3. The provisions of this Regulation shall not be applicable for:

1. the import in the Republic of Bulgaria of assembled vehicles having a certificate of type-approval in conformity with the requirements of Article 4.

2. the vehicles registered prior to the passing of this Regulation;

3. the vehicles designed for use by the civil defence services, the fire-fighting services and the services maintaining social order;

4. vehicles of the G, L and T categories;

5. vehicles of the M, N and O categories with a maximum construction speed lower than 25 km/h;

6. vehicles of museum or historic interest driven on the roads open for public use only in exceptional cases; 

7. vehicles assembled from systems, components and separate technical units meant as or supplied to the market as spare parts.

Article 4. The vehicle type-approval certificates issued by other states pursuant to the regulations of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN, or issued under the requirements of the European Union shall retain their power on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria until the term of their expiry.

Chapter Two

TYPES OF VEHICLES

Article 5 (1) In the meaning of this Regulation the vehicles shall be divided in the following types:

1. passenger cars – motor vehicles of the category M1;

2. buses – motor vehicles of the categories M2 and M3, either single or two decks, including buses of articulated construction, which, depending on their use shall be:

a) urban bus;

b) interurban coach;

c) long distance coach;

3. commercial vehicles (lorry) – motor vehicles  of the N category;

4. special vehicles: motor vehicles of the M or N categories;

5. trailer-towing vehicles – motor vehicles of the N category;

6. semi-trailer-towing vehicles – motor  vehicles of the N category;

7. trailers – vehicles of the O category;

8. semi-trailers - vehicles of the O category;

9. others.

Chapter Three

TYPE - APPROVAL OF VEHICLES

Part  I

Article 6. (1) The application form attached in Annex 1 for opening a procedure for the type-approval of vehicles can be filed only by persons registered under the Trade Law:

1. manufacturers of complete or incomplete vehicles on the territory of the country;

2. importers of incomplete vehicles to be completed in the Republic of Bulgaria, or of ready-made assembly sets for assembling vehicles.

(2) The application shall be filed to the TSRTA. It  must contain data about the manufacturer and/or the importer of the vehicle and must be accompanied by:

1. a technical description containing the data from Section 2 of the vehicles conformity certificate in Annex 9;

2. information on the serial nature of production: prototype, limited serial production, serial production;

3. technical documentation of the vehicle with specification of the approved systems, components and separate technical units and additional equipment;

4. a copy of the court registration of the manufacturer and/or importer and a copy of the registration attestation of the manufacturer under the agreed standard ISO 9002 or a similar accreditation document (if any).

5. a certificate for the final product stage of this manufacturer: basic, incomplete or complete vehicle;

6. information document under Annex 3 and copies of the certificates for the approval of systems, components and separate technical units and additional equipment, or information document as set out under Annex 2;

7. information document under Annex 8 on vehicles of the M and N categories;

8. declaration by the applicant that they shall submit a prototype vehicle for testing at the testing laboratory and that they avail of the funds needed for that purpose;

(3) For the type-approval of the vehicles for carrying dangerous loads, an information document as set out in Annex 16 must be enclosed with the application.

(4) For import, a Bulgarian translation shall be required of the documents enclosed with the application.

Article 7. (1) TSRTA shall review the application submitted and the enclosed documents and shall, within a month’s time, notify the applicant on:

1. the opening of a procedure for type-approval requiring for the submission of a prototype into an accredited  testing laboratory(ies);

2. its substantiated rejection to open a procedure for the type-approval of the road vehicle;

(2) The rejection to open an vehicles type-approval procedure may be appealed against under the order of the Administrative Proceedings Act;

Article 8. Upon opening an vehicle type-approval procedure, the TSRTA shall:

1. perform inspections of the requirements for the type-approval of vehicles as set forth in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Annex 5; 

2. perform inspections for certifying the conformity of product as described in Annex 10;

3. perform manufacturer inspections for the conditions of vehicles production;

4. perform inspections of the requirements for the type-approval of vehicles designed to carry dangerous loads;

5. send the application documents to a testing laboratory determined by it for performing inspections and tests on the vehicle prototype, using an approved methodology and programme;

6. perform inspections on the requirements for multi-stage vehicle type-approval as set forth in Annex 14;

7. analyse the results of the technical reports of the vehicle prototype tests and the inspections performed by the testing laboratory and examine the additional documents;

8. provided the first test results are negative and so are the inspections on the conditions for the production of vehicles, and, upon the request of the manufacturer, repeat the tests until the removal of causes;

9. where the vehicle is incomplete, perform inspections of:

a) the type-approval certificate (and the conformity certificate, if any), issued under the regulations of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN (Annexes 4 and 11); or

b) the type-approval certificate (and the conformity certificate, if any), issued under the order for approval determined by the European Union (Annexes 4 and 11).

Article 9. (1) Within twenty days from receiving the technical reports form the testing laboratory, TSRTA:

1. shall issue a type-approval certificate of the vehicle according to Annex 6 (Annex 17 for vehicles carrying dangerous goods);

2. shall send to the applicant a substantiated rejection in writing based on their non-performance of Article 8, paragraph 8 and on the negative results in the technical tests report.

(2) A registry shall be maintained for the issued certificates according to Annex 13 and  the same shall be numbered according to Annex 7.

(3) The type-approval certificates shall expire in three years after issuance.

Article 10. A manufacturer having an attestation for accreditation under ISO 9002 or a similar accreditation document, who holds a vehicle type-approval certificate, shall be obliged to issue a certificate of conformity for each road vehicle in accordance with Annex 9.

Article 11. A manufacturer of approved systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment shall assign to these his manufacturer’s mark or trademark. Where the WP.29 regulations contain a requirement for placing the approval mark the manufacturer may take the option of not placing their manufacturer’s mark or trademark.

Part II

REQUIREMENTS ON THE TYPE-APPROVAL OF VEHICLES COMPLETED OF NEW ASSEMBLY SETS

Article 12. The procedure for approving the type of a vehicle assembled of new assembly sets shall be executed after presenting, in addition to the application, of the following additional information (Annex 1):

1. constructive and technological documentation for the manufacturing of the incomplete or complete vehicle;

2. a document for obtaining a Vehicle Identification Number (VIN code);

3. a document confirming the deliveries of the new assembly sets; 

4. a document on the completion stage of manufacturing (a complete production cycle);

5. documents for legal and customs regulation of the production on the territory of the country (for foreign manufacturers or importers);

6. declaration of no construction modifications affecting the assembly sets approved for the manufacturer and used in the vehicle;

7. construction and technological documentation agreed with the manufacturers of the assembly sets and conclusion on the suitability of such sets for the type of vehicles concerned;

8. permission by the manufacturers of the assembly sets for using their factory and trade names and the manufacturer’s markings on the vehicles.

Article 13. In the case of limited serial production of a number of vehicles set out in Annex 12, and provided the technological process for assembling the vehicle of the foreign manufacturing factory is followed, TSRTA  performs a type-approval procedure where exceptions and exemptions are  permissible.

Article 14 (1) In the case of  non-original assembly sets used in the vehicle completed of new assembly sets or systems, components and separate technical units purchased from another manufacturer, the TSRTA shall perform additional inspections and tests. 

(2) Where in the course of the inspections and tests of the prototype vehicle set forth in Annex 5, the testing laboratory finds parameters and characteristics which, after the initiation of serial manufacturing, shall require additional clarification, TSRTA shall issue a type-approval certificate (Annex 6) with a term of expiry of  6 to 18 months. The extension of the type approval certificate shall be granted upon obtaining positive results from tests and inspections performed in the testing laboratory.

Section III

APPROVAL OF VEHICLE SYSTEMS, COMPONENTS AND SEPARATE 

  TECHNICAL UNITS AND ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

Article 15. Additional equipment is a technical unit, mechanism or parts of the vehicle constituting an equipment beyond the approved performance and affecting neither the active or the passive vehicle safety nor environmental pollution rates, the use of which is not obligatory under international requirements or the requirements of this Regulation .

Article 16 (1) In the application (Annex 1) for the approval of systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment, the applicant shall state the legislative acts pursuant to which they suggest to perform the testing and to certify conformity. The application shall contain information on the manufacturer, the designed use of the product, marking (scheme, location and imprinting method), made, type and category of the vehicle for which it is designed. Also, the following documents must be enclosed:

1. technical documentation on the systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment. The technical documentation on the systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment shall be accompanied by technical specifications of approved parts;

2. a copy of the court registration of the manufacturer and/or the importer and a copy of the attestation for the manufacturer’s registration under the agreed standard ISO 9002 or a similar accreditation document (if any). In the case of any changes in the effect and the scope of the standards or of the registration, detailed information should be submitted;

3. a declaration by the applicant that they shall present to the testing laboratory a prototype of the systems, components and separate technical units or the additional equipment for testing and that they avail of the funds required for that purpose.

(2) In the case of import, a Bulgarian translation of the documents attached to the application for approval of the systems, components and separate technical units shall be required.

Article 17. (1) TSRTA shall review the application and the attached documents and, within a month’s time, inform the applicant in writing on:

1. the opening of a procedure for approval with presentation on the prototype into a testing laboratory(ies) indicated by the TSRTA;

2. its substantiated rejection to open an approval procedure;

(2) The rejection to open vehicle type-approval procedure may be appealed against under the order of the Administrative Proceedings Law.

Article 18. Upon opening vehicle type-approval procedure for systems, components and separate technical units, the TSRTA shall:

1. make inspections of the requirements for the approval of the systems, components and separate technical units or the additional equipment as set forth in paragraphs 1 and 3 of Annex 5; 

2. send the application documents to a testing laboratory determined by it for performing inspections and tests on the prototype, using a methodology and programme approved by TSRTA;

3. analyse the results of the technical reports of the prototype tests and inspections performed by the testing laboratory and examine the additional documents (if attached);

4. where the tests results are negative, and, upon the request of the manufacturer, assign to the laboratory determined by it to repeat the tests until causes are removed;

5. inspect the approval certificates for the systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment issued pursuant to the regulations of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN or issued under the order of approval set forth by the European Union (Annexes 4 and 11).

Article 19 (1) Within twenty days from receiving the technical reports form the testing laboratory, TSRTA shall issue an approval certificate for the system components and separate technical units or additional equipment pursuant to the annexes to the WP.29/ECE/UN regulations to which it is conformant.

(2) A registry shall be maintained for the issued certificates according to Annex 13.

(3) The maximum term of expiry of the approval certificates shall be three years.

(4) Where the system, components and separate technical units perform in accordance with their designed use or offer a specific feature only in interaction with other systems, components and separate technical units of the road vehicle which preconditions that testing of particular requirements is done during the concurrent operation thereof, the approval certificate shall be for restricted application. The approval certificate for the system, components and separate technical units shall contain the limitations of their use and point the conditions for their installing. The observance of these limitations and conditions shall be checked in the course of the type approval of the road vehicle on which the system, components and separate technical units is installed. 

Article 20. The manufacturers holding an approval certificate for a system, components and separate technical units or an additional equipment shall mark their production with the conformity mark pursuant to the requirements of the regulation under which the approval is granted (E 34 for Bulgaria).

Part IV

EXTENSION OF THE TYPE-APPROVAL CERTIFICATES OF VEHICLES OR 

THE APPROVAL CERTIFICATES OF SYSTEMS, COMPONENTS AND 

SEPARATE TECHNICAL UNITS AND ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT 

Article 21. (1) The holder of a vehicle type-approval certificate or an approval certificate for systems, components and separate technical units or an additional equipment issued by the TSRTA, shall, not later than three months before the three-year expiry of the document(s), file an extension application (Annex 1).

(2) The application shall be forwarded to the TSRTA together with:

1. a letter confirming that there are no modifications or such letter containing a list of the construction modifications of the vehicle, systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment which have not been agreed by the TSRTA and which, after their introduction, do not affect the approved parameters under the performed approval procedure;

2. copies of the reports of the inspections and tests made within the term of effect of the type-approval certificate;

3. information on the construction modifications introduced by the manufacturer in the vehicle, the systems, components and separate technical units or the additional equipment, which have been agreed by the TSRTA and which, after their introduction, do not affect the approved parameters under the performed approval procedure;

4. information on complaints about the products, measures undertaken and defect correction results;

5. suggestion for production (if any), which is conformant with the type- approval requirements and shall be additionally included in the type-approval certificate of the vehicle(s).

Article 22. From its information archives, the TSRTA shall add to the applicant’s documentation the following:

1. a copy of the issued type-approval certificate;

2. a general technical description;

3. documents on the construction modifications agreed by the TSRTA (if any);

4. technical reports from the Bulgarian or foreign testing laboratory containing results from the conformity tests of the production as a whole or of nay of its systems, components and separate technical units and/or additional equipment issued for the previous type approval procedure;

Article 23. (1) TSRTA shall review  the applications submitted and inspect for the observance of the requirements from the previous type-approval. Where the document pack is complete and the requirements are fulfilled it shall extend the type- approval certificate of the vehicle(s) and/or the approval certificate for the system, components and separate technical units and/or additional equipment.

(2) shall inform the manufacturer in writing on the need for additional inspections and tests in the testing laboratory;

(3) shall inform the manufacturer in writing on the rejection to extend the vehicle type-approval certificate if the submitted documentation is incomplete, the introduced construction modifications are impermissible, the vehicle endangers the safety of traffic and/or generates harmful environmental effect. Where the documentation is incomplete, the procedure shall be reopened at its completion, within one month.

Article 24.  Where additional inspections and tests shall be required from the testing laboratory, the TSRTA shall extend the vehicle(s) type-approval certificate(s) and/or the approval certificate of the system, components and separate technical units and/or additional equipment upon obtaining positive results from any such inspections and tests.

Part V

VEHICLE TYPE MODIFICATIONS

Article 25. In the case of substantiated written information that the vehicle is not identical with the type approved or has any construction or manufacturing defects endangering traffic safety, or generates harmful environmental effect, TSRTA shall advise the manufacturer to present to the testing laboratory a prototype of the vehicle for performing technical operational tests.

Article 26. As modifications of the vehicle type, the systems components and separate technical units, the parts and/or the additional equipment shall be deemed the construction modifications altering their basic characteristics, parameters, mass, size and any unconformity with the requirements of legislative standards.

Article 27.The manufacturers or the importers of constructionally modified vehicles, systems, components and separate technical units and/or additional equipment approved by the TSRTA shall:

1. file a statement (Annex 1) to inform the TSRTA thereof;

2. declare that, where necessary, they shall submit a prototype of the vehicle for testing at the testing laboratory and that they avail of the funds needed for that purpose;

Article 28. On the basis of the technical information obtained for the construction modifications in the vehicles, the systems, components and separate technical units and/or additional equipment, and pursuant to the analysis of the documentation, the vehicle prototype and the written record from the testing laboratory, the TSRTA shall:

1. inform the manufacturers in writing that the construction modifications of the vehicle, the systems, components and separate technical units and/or additional equipment have no negative effects and the production is conformant with the approval being granted;

2. inform the manufacturers in writing that the construction modifications of the vehicle, the systems, components and separate technical units and/or additional equipment require additional inspections and send the documents and a constructionally modified vehicle prototype to the testing laboratory.

Article 29.  Based on the results of the test laboratory technical reports the TSRTA shall:

1. perform an issuance procedure and issue a new type-approval certificate for the constructionally modified vehicle and/or an approval certificate for the systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment;

2. reject to issue a new type approval certificate for the constructionally modified vehicle and/or an approval certificate for the systems components and separate technical units or additional equipment.

Article 30. Upon receiving the rejection of the TSRTA to issue a new type- approval certificate for the constructionally modified vehicle and/or an approval certificate for the systems, components and separate technical units or additional equipment, the manufacturers or the importers shall, within 10 days, send information to TSRTA on the measures undertaken to restore the conformity of the production.

Article 31. Where the measures undertaken by the manufacturers or the importers do not restore the conformity of the production to the requirements of the approval performed for them, TSRTA shall:

1. after 30 days from the receipt of the information on the measures undertaken, cancel the effect of the production conformity certificate issued by the manufacturers or the importers;

2. after 30 days from cancelling the effect of the production conformity certificate, cancel the effect of the vehicle type approval certificate and/or the approval certificate for the systems, components and separate technical units or the additional equipment.

Part VI

THE TESTING LABORATORY

Article 32. The testing laboratory is an organisation established as a laboratory (a technical centre) with an accreditation at the Bulgarian Accreditation Service (BAS), which, for the purposes of type approval and on behalf of the Minister of Transport and Communications or another official authorised by him, pursuant to the Technical Requirements to Products Law (State Gazette, no. 86/1999), may perform tests, inspections and assessments of the conformity of vehicles to the regulations of the ECE of the UN, Bulgarian or international standards (BDS, ISO, EN, etc.). For performing its tasks, the laboratory needs to avail of the following opportunities:

1. to develop and improve programmes and methods of testing and/or inspection of vehicles pursuant to the legislative and/or technical documents, and the revisions and amendments thereof;

2. to make analyses, expertise tests and assessments of the technical documentation filed by the vehicle manufacturers;

3. to register, record and store the results of the tests, inspections, analyses, expertise and assessments performed;

4. to issue technical reports containing the results of the tests and the inspections of vehicles;

5. to issue conclusions on the prospect of issuing vehicle type-approval certificates, extensions, approval certificates for vehicle type modifications and/or certificates of conformity with specific legislative or technical requirements;

6. to participate in the drafting and the revision of legislative and technical documents relevant to the type-approval of vehicles, their registration and record and the requirements to vehicle manufacturers and importers;

7. to issue substantiation statements and suggestions for terminating the effect of issued vehicle type-approval certificates;

8. to participate in controlling inspections and tests for certifying the conformity of product, manufacturer inspections and inspections of their laboratories;

9. to interact with other testing laboratories.

Article 33. The testing laboratories performing inspections and tests of vehicles in regard to their type-approval are obliged to have a valid attestation for accreditation according to a certain standard from the series EN 45000 issued by the Bulgarian Accreditation Service (BAS).

Article 34. The testing laboratories performing inspections and tests of vehicles in regard to their type-approval shall have to be included in the list of the regulations adopted by the Republic of Bulgaria on the Agreement Concerning the Adoption of Uniform Technical Prescriptions for Wheeled Vehicles, Equipment and Parts which can be Fitted and/or be Used on Wheeled Vehicles and the Conditions for Reciprocal Recognition of Approvals Granted on the Basis of these Prescriptions. 

Chapter Four

CONTROL 

Article 35. In the case of breaching the provisions of this Regulation the perpetrating officials shall be punished under the Administrative Proceedings Law.

Article 36. (1) The control and the observation on the incidence of breach under this Regulation shall be exercised by ..............................................................................

(2) The penal decrees shall be issued by the Minister of Transport and Communications or by the officials authorised by him thereof.

Article 37. The identification of breach, the issuance and the appeal of penal decrees shall be performed  pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Violations and Penalties Law.

Chapter Five

FEES

Article 38. The amount of the fees to be collected under this Regulation shall be determined by a Tariff approved by the Council of Ministers.

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

§ 1. The validity of the vehicle type-approval certificates or the certificates of  vehicle conformity necessary for their registration under the provisions of Regulation I-45/24.03.2000 (State Gazette no. 31/2000) shall be approved by the TSRTA.

§ 2. The requirements on the comparability and the equivalence of normative-technical documents of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN, the European Union and the Republic of Bulgaria for the road vehicle categories M, N and  O are listed in Annex 4. The type approval certificates and/or the conformity certificates for imported special purpose vehicles shall be checked for compliance with the requirements set out in Annex 11.

§ 3. The manufacturer shall be responsible for manufacturing each vehicle in conformity with the type approved. Where production is terminated or in the case of changes of any of the data contained in the information documents the holder of the type-approved vehicle shall notify the Minister of Transport and Communications or the official authorised by him thereof.

§ 4. Any vehicle to be type-approved, which is manufactured or reconstructed for the purpose of testing its constructive, operational or transport characteristics, may, for the purpose of the tests, move on the roads with a temporary registration number, pursuant to the Regulation on the Registration and the Record of Motor Vehicles and Trailers towed by Them.

§ 5.  In the meaning of this Regulation:

1. “vehicle type-approval” means a procedure to certify, after undergoing the necessary inspections and tests, that a vehicle is compliant with the requirements of the regulations of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN adopted by the Republic of Bulgaria, the Bulgarian and/or international standards BDS, ISO, EN, etc.

2. “vehicle type” means vehicles classified under one category, manufactured by the same manufacturer and marked by them in a uniform manner. The construction and the designed use have no significant differences as regards:

a) vehicles of the category M1:

· chassis/floor pan (obvious and fundamental differences);

· power plant (internal combustion engine, electric, hybrid);

b) vehicles of the categories M2 and M3:

· chassis/self-supporting body, single-/double-deck, rigid/articulated (obvious and fundamental differences);

· suspension of the driving axle: pneumatic or equivalent/non-air and non-equivalent;

· number of axles;

· power plant (internal combustion engine, electric, hybrid);

c) vehicles of the category N:

· chassis/floor pan (obvious  and fundamental differences);

· suspension of the driving axle: pneumatic or equivalent/non-air and non-equivalent;

· number of axles;

· power plant (internal combustion engine, electric, hybrid);

d) vehicles of the category O:

· chassis/self-supporting body (obvious and fundamental differences);

· drawbar trailer/semi-trailer/  centre axle(s) trailer;

· type of breaking system (unbreaking system, inertia, power);

· number of axles.

Vehicle types can have variants and versions.

3. “Variant” means vehicle of identical type the difference between which apply to:

a) vehicles of the category M1:

· body style;

· power plant (engine):

· working principle (two or four-stroke);

· number and arrangement of cylinders;

· power (permissible difference  up to 30%);

· capacity of the engine (permissible difference  up to 20%);

· powered axles (number, position);

· steered axles (number, position);

b) vehicles of the categories M2 and M3:

· extend of build (complete / incomplete);

· power plant (engine):

· working principle (two or four-stroke);

· number and arrangement of cylinders;

· power (permissible difference  up to 50%);

· capacity of the engine (permissible difference  up to 50%);

· location of the engine (front, middle, rear);

· technically permissible maximum mass (permissible difference  up to 20%)

· powered axles (number, position);

· steered axles (number, position);

c) vehicles of the category N:

· body structural concept (platform truck, tanker, trailer-towing vehicle) (only for complete vehicles);

· extent of build (complete / incomplete);

· power plant (engine):

· working principle (two or four-stroke);

· number and arrangement of cylinders;

· power (permissible difference  up to 50%);

· capacity of the engine (permissible difference  up to 50%);

· technically permissible maximum mass (permissible difference  up to 20%)

· powered axles (number, position);

· steered axles (number, position);

d) vehicles of the category O:

· extent of build (complete / incomplete);

· body style (caravans, platform, tanker) (only for complete vehicles);

· technically permissible maximum mass (permissible difference  up to 20%)

· steered axles (number, position);

4. “Version” of the variant means the vehicles conformant with the requirements stated in each paragraph of the information documents: Annex 3 and Annex 8 

Multiple entries of the following parameters may not be combined within one version:

· transmission (automatic or non-automated transmission box, transmission quotient, method of gear selection, etc.);

· engine capacity (permissible difference  up to 30%);

· power (permissible difference  up to 30%);

· technically permissible maximum mass (permissible difference  up to 20%)

· other secondary modifications made by the manufacturer and relevant to major features of the vehicle;

5. “Component” means device that must comply with specified technical requirements and which is designed to be fitted in a system, separate technical units, additional equipment or directly onto the vehicle. This may be a device approved independently of the vehicle.

6. “Systems, separate technical units, additional equipment“ are elements of the construction of the vehicle, which need to comply with the requirements of individual regulations of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN, of Bulgarian and/or international standards – BDS, ISO, EN, etc., and which are designed to from the construction of the vehicle. They can also be approved independently, but not in reference to one or more vehicle types.

Also, the system, component and separate technical unit may be an original or a non-original equipment.

7. “Approval of systems, components, separate technical units and additional equipment“ means a procedure to certify, after undergoing the necessary inspections and tests, that the systems, components, separate technical units and the additional equipment are compliant with the requirements of the regulations of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN, Bulgarian and/or international standards BDS, ISO, EN, etc. The approval of systems, components, separate technical units and additional equipment may be extended to cover all variants and versions;

8. “Vehicle” means any vehicle according to term No. 10 of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

9. “Base vehicle” means incomplete vehicle the identification number of which is mounted in the last stages of type-approval;

10. “Incomplete vehicle” means any vehicle, which is not finished and, at an advanced stage of development, complies with the requirements of the regulations of WP.29 to the ECE of the UN, Bulgarian and/or international standards BDS, ISO, EN, etc.

11. “Complete vehicle” means any vehicle, which, as a result of the ordinary or the multi-stage type-approval, complies with the requirements of the regulations of WP.29 to the ECE of the UN, Bulgarian and/or international standards BDS, ISO, EN, etc.

12  “Power-driven vehicle category” means a group of power-driven vehicles according to term No. 21 of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

13 “Power-driven vehicle” means vehicle according to term No. 11 of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

14 “Motor vehicle” means a non-two-wheeled, non-railroad power-driven vehicle according to term No. 12 of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

15 “Passenger car” means a motor vehicle of the M1 category according to term No. 12 of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

16 “Motor-caravan” means a motor vehicle of the M1 category the construction of which includes a housing space necessarily containing the following furniture:
a) seat and table;

b) sleeping accommodation which may be converted from the seats  (seat);

c) cooking facilities;

d) storage facilities.

Equipment must be firmly fixed within the housing space and the table can have a foldable construction.

17. “Armoured vehicle” means a motor vehicle designed for safeguarding the passengers and/or goods being carried equipped with armoured plating anti-bulled requirements.

18. “Ambulance” means a motor vehicle of the M category designed to carry sick or injured passengers and specially equipped for that purpose.

19. “Hearse” means a motor vehicle designed to carry deceased persons and specially equipped for that purpose;

20. “Bus” means a motor vehicle of the M2 or  M3 categories according to term No. 12, par. “c” of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

21. “Articulated bus” means a motor vehicle according to term No. 3.1.2.5. of BDS ISO 3833.

22. “Two-deck bus” means a bus which, in at least one of its sections, has the passenger spaces designed on two levels with no provisions to carry standing passengers on the upper level.

23. “Urban bus” means a motor vehicle of the M2 or  M3 categories according to term No. 3.1.2.2. of BDS ISO 3833.

24. “Interurban coach” means a motor vehicle of the M2 or  M3 categories according to term No. 3.1.2.3. of BDS ISO 3833.

25. “Long-distance coach” means a motor vehicle of the M2 or  M3 categories according to term No. 3.1.2.4. of BDS ISO 3833.

26. “Commercial vehicle (lorry)” means a motor vehicle of the of the N1, N2 or N3 categories according to term No. 12, par. “b” of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

27. “Special vehicle” means a motor vehicle of the of the M, or N categories according to term No. 12, par. “d” of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

28. “Trailer-towing vehicle” means a motor vehicle of the of the N1, N2 or N3 categories according to term No. 3.1.5. of BDS ISO 3833.

29. “Semi-trailer-towing vehicle” means a motor vehicle according to term No. 3.1.6. of BDS ISO 3833.

30. “Trailer” means a vehicle of the O categories according to term No. 17, of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law:
a) “Centre-axle trailer” means trailer with a hard towing device in which the axle(s) is (are) positioned close to the centre of gravity of the vehicle (when uniformly loaded) such that only a small static vertical load is transmitted to the towing motor vehicle. The acceptable load shall not exceed 10% of the maximum mass of the trailer or a load of 10 KN, whichever is the lesser;

b) “Semi-trailer” means a vehicle of the O category according to term No. 18, of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

31. ”Dimensions of the vehicle” means the dimensions based on the construction characteristics as they are indicated by the manufacturer;

32. “Vehicle length ” is the dimension according to term No. 6.1, of BDS ISO 612. The following are not taken into account: windscreen wipers and washers; front and rear registration number plates; customs authorities sealed plates and their protection; light signalling; rear-view mirrors; rear space observation devices; air intake tubes; end-outline marker lamps and mountable loading platforms, access steps, rubber buffer strips, lifting platforms, access steps and such other equipment, which, while the vehicle is in motion, does not exceed 200 mm provided that the load capacity of the vehicle is not increased.

33. “Vehicle width” means the dimension according to term No. 6.2, of BDS ISO 612. The following are not taken into account: customs authorities sealed plates and their protection; canvas preservation devices and their protection; protective signalling tyre devices; projecting flexible parts on the mudguards; light equipment; rear-view mirrors; for vehicles of the categories M2 or M3: access steps, lifting platforms and such other equipment, which, while the vehicle is in motion, does not project over 10 mm on the outside of the vehicle with the corners of the steps, directed backwards or forwards, are rounded with a radius of no less than 5 mm, whereas the edges are rounded with a radius of no less than 2.5 mm; tyre pressure indication devices; extendable steps; the folded part from the side wall of the tyre immediately above the point of contact with the ground.

34. “Vehicle height ” means the dimension according to term No. 6.3, of BDS ISO 612. The following are not taken into account: antennas and pantographs in upright position. For vehicles having axle-lifting devices, such devices should be taken into account.

35. “Length of the loading area” means the distance between the foremost  outer point of the loading area to the rearmost outer point of the motor vehicle, measured horizontally along its longitudinal plane. This term shall not apply to vehicles towing trailers or semi-trailers.

36. “Chassis and cab kerb mass” (unladen mass, own mass) means the mass measured in accordance with BDS ISO 1176, term No. 4.4.

37. “Complete vehicle kerb mass” (unladen mass, own mass) means the mass measured in accordance with BDS ISO 1176, term No. 4.6.

38. “Mass of the vehicle In running order” means the chassis and cab kerb mass or complete vehicle kerb mass and the driver (75 kg); for buses, city buses and touring coaches, the mass of the ticket-collector or the guide (75 kg)is added if the vehicle is equipped with seats for them.

39. “Unladen mass” means the mass of the vehicle in running order and the mass of the load and/or the mass of the passengers.

40. “Technically permissible maximum mass” (maximum mass) means the maximum mass of the vehicle in loaded condition stated by the manufacturer and permissible for its construction and manufacturing performance. It is used for determining the category of the road vehicle with the exception of centre-axle trailers and semitrailers. For centre-axle trailers and semi-trailers, the mass corresponds to the load loading the axles to their technically permissible maximum mass. For each configuration of the vehicle type there is only one technically permissible maximum mass from the list of possible values stated in the information document. The technically permissible maximum mass may be higher than the permissible maximum mass.

41. “Permissible maximum mass” (normative maximum mass) means the mass with load determined as permissible by the competent authorities in the country at which, upon the manufacturer’s request, a vehicle can be allowed into motion or registered.

42. “Maximum weight” means the vertical force (in Newton) balancing the vehicle when loaded to its maximum mass;

43. “Group of axles” means the axles which are a part of connected axles. A two axles group is called a “tandem”. Similarly, a solo axle is called a group of one axle.

44. “Axle load” means that part of the load mass according to term No. 22  of § 6 of the Additional Provisions of the Road Traffic Law;

45. “Towable mass” means either the mass of a draw-bar trailer coupled with the vehicle or the mass, corresponding to the load, exercised on the axle(s) of a centre-axle trailer or the axle(s) of a semi-trailer coupled with the motor vehicle.

46. “Technically permissible maximum towable mass” (maximum towable mass) means the maximum mass towable by the motor vehicle and stated by the manufacturer.

47. “Permissible maximum towable mass” (normative maximum towable mass) means the maximum mass towable by the motor vehicle determined as permissible by the competent authorities in the country at which, upon the manufacturer’s request, a vehicle can be allowed into motion or registered.

48. “Technically permissible maximum mass on the coupling point of a motor vehicle” means the mass which, bearing in mind the motor vehicle construction  and/or that of the coupling device stated by the manufacturer, corresponds to the maximum permissible static vertical load in the coupling point. This mass is not included in the mass of the coupling device of the towing motor vehicle, but includes the mass of any coupling device to be fitted for other vehicles. 

49. “Technically permissible maximum mass on the coupling point of a centre-axle trailer or a semi-trailer” means the mass corresponding to the maximum permissible static vertical load transmitted in the coupling point from the trailer or the semi-trailer to the towing motor vehicle and stated by the manufacturer of the trailer or the semi-trailer.

50. “Technically permissible maximum mass of the combination of vehicles” (maximum mass of the combination of vehicles) means the sum of the technically permissible maximum mass of the motor vehicle and that of the trailer(s) in tow.

51. “Permissible maximum mass of the combination of vehicles”               (normative mass of the combination of vehicles) means the sum of the technically permissible maximum mass of the motor vehicle and that of the trailer(s) in tow determined as permissible by the competent authorities in the country at which, upon the manufacturer’s request, a vehicle can be allowed into motion or registered.

52. “Axle lift device” means a device permanently fitted to a vehicle and cinematically connected to a particular axle for the purpose of changing the load on it by lifting/descending the wheels from the road. Also, the use of pneumatic or other devices is permissible, which attain the same effect without lifting/descending the wheels from the road. The objective is to reduce the load on the wheels when the vehicle is loaded and/or to facilitate the set off on a slippery road by increasing the load on the driving axle.

53. “Retractable axle” means an axle which can be raised or lowered by the axle lift device.

54. “Loadable axle” means an axle the load on which cannot be changed without lift the axle lift device.

55. “Air suspension” means a system where at least 75% of the spring part load is taken by units and elements using air pressure.

56. “Suspension recognised to be equivalent to air suspension” means a system for an axle or for an axle group of the vehicle which fulfils the requirements for pneumatic suspension.

57. “Manufacturer” means the legal or physical entity guaranteeing the conformity of the product, which is responsible before the competent authorities approving the motor vehicle types, their trailers and components. It is not of decisive importance whether the person participates directly in all stages of constructing the vehicle, the systems, the components, separate technical units included in the manufacturing process.

58  “Technical report of the testing laboratory” means the report which, for the purposes of type approval, contains information in writing of the results of the inspections, tests and assessments performed under the respective regulations of the ECE of the UN, the Bulgarian or international standards (BDS, ISO, EN, etc.) on the vehicles, the systems, components, separate technical units and the additional equipment, and the conclusion on the prospect of issuing a type-approval certificate.

59 “Dangerous goods” means substances and the products named as dangerous substances and products under the European Agreement Concerning International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road /ADR/. 

60 “Transport unit” means a motor vehicle without a trailer or a combination of vehicles – a motor vehicle with a coupled trailer.
61 “Indelible load” means a load which, in the course of carriage, may not be divided into two or more parts as such division may generate extra costs or damages.
62 “EX/II” means vehicles of the II type of transport units meant for the carriage of explosive substances.
63 “EX/III” means vehicles  of the III type of transport units meant for the carriage of explosive substances.
64 “FL” means vehicles with:
a) firmly fixed or dismountable tanks designed to carry liquids with a firing point below 61 oC;

b) tank containers with a volume over 3000 l designed to carry flammable gases;

c) a battery of tanks with a capacity of over 1000 l designed to carry flammable gases;

65. “OX” means vehicles  designed to carry substances of class 5.1, marginal 2501, cipher 1(a), by:

a) firmly fixed or dismountable tanks;

b) tank containers with a volume over 3000 l;

66. “AT” means vehicles, other than the FL or the OX, designed to carry dangerous goods by:

a) firmly fixed or dismountable tanks or tank containers with a volume over 3000 l;

b) a battery of tanks with a capacity of over 1000 l other than that of the FL type;

67. “Marginal” means a part of a numbered text where the numbers are placed in the margins of the pages. This signification is applied in regulation no. 105 of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN and the ADR.

68. “Information document” means a document (text, graphical, drawing, photographic, on a magnet carrier, on a CD or a combination of these) named in appendices to this Regulation or information in appendices to the regulations of the WP.29 to the ECE of the UN, Bulgarian or international standards, which the applicant is required to submit.

69. “WP.29 to the ECE of the UN” means a World Forum for Harmonisation of Vehicle Regulations, setting out uniform technical prescriptions with which particular vehicles, equipment, and parts are required to comply in order to be used in the countries signing the Revised Agreement on Wheeled Vehicles Construction, Geneva, 1958. For Bulgaria the Agreement is effective as of 21.01.2000 (State Gazette, no. 1/2000).

70. “Vehicle type-approval according to the requirements of the EU” means a type-approval of vehicles in accordance with Directive 70/156/EEC, its revisions and amendments for converging the legislation of the member-states as regards road vehicle type approval and the approval of their trailers; Directive 92/61/EEC and its revisions and amendments on the type approval of two- and three-wheeled vehicles; Directive 74/150/EEC and its revisions and amendments for converging the legislation of the member-states as regards the type-approval of wheeled agricultural and forest tractors.

TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

§ 6. This Regulation is issued pursuant to Article 138, paragraph 3 of the Road Traffic Law;

§ 7. The interpretations as to the application of this Regulation shall be given by the Minister of Transport and Communications;

§ 8. This Regulation shall be effective as of the day of its promulgation in the State Gazette.

MINISTER:  

ANNEX A10

OTHER TAXES AND CHARGES PAID BY THE TRANSPORT OPERATORS

OTHER TAXES AND CHARGES PAID BY THE TRANSPORT OPERATORS

1. Corporate income tax:

· for income less than 50 000: 20%, (15% from 2001)

· for income more than 50 000: 27%, (25% from 2001)

2. Municipal tax – 10%

3. Dividends and liquidation tax – 15%

4. Expenses for guest entertainment expenses, donations and sponsorship – 25%

5. Social expenses and expenses for maintenance, repairs and operation of automobiles – 20%

6. Value added tax – 20%

7. Mandatory social security insurance – 26% at the expenses of the employer and 6,4% at the expenses of the employee

8. Mandatory health insurance – 4,8% at the expenses of the employer and 1,2% at the expenses of the employee

9. Vocational Training and Unemployment Fund contributions – 3,2% at the expenses of the employer and 0,8% at the expenses of the employee

10. Final annual (occupational patent) tax – per activities and kind of services
11. Voluntary pension insurance – more than 10% from the personal income
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