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CHAPTER 9: TRANSPORT POLICY

ATTACHMENT D1.4

Self-Assessment Form of the Bulgarian Maritime Administration and Letter of the Secretary General of IMO on the receipt thereof
FLAG STATE PERFORMANCE SELF-ASSESSMENT FORM

(in accordance with MSC/Circ.889/MEPC/Circ.353)

GENERAL

1. Name of State/Associate Member

The Republic of Bulgaria

2.   Name of contact person responsible for the completion of this form

Marin Petrov  

Executive Director
Maritime Administration

Name of Administration:

Executive Agency “Maritime Administration” within the Ministry of Transport and Communications

Address:
9 “Levski” St.,

Sofia 1000,

The Republic of Bulgaria

Telephone number:

+359 2 9300910

Fax number:

+359 2 9300920

E-mail address:


bma@marad.bg

.3    Indicate to which of the following international instruments your State is a Party and which (optional)  MARPOL 73/78 Annexes have been ratified
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Ref:

28 February 2001

Dear Capt. Petrov,

On behalf of the Secreta y-General, I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter of
15 February 2001, enclosing th: completed Flag State Perfom ance Self-Assessment Form
(SAF), referred to in resolution # .881(21), on behalf of the Republ: > of Bulgaria.

Please note that the sul mitted form will be retained ir the Organization for future
reference.

With highest regards,
Yours sincerely,
E.E. Mitropoulos
(" Assistant Secretary-General
Durector, Maritime Safety Division
Captain Marin Petrov

Executive Director,

Bulgarian Maritime Administratic n,
Ministry of Transport and Comm- nication,
9 Vassil Lavski Street,

1000 Sofia

Bulgaria
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SOLAS 74






SOLAS Protocol 78
SOLAS Protocol 88
MARPOL 73/78
Annex III
Annex IV     
Annex V
Annex VI
LL 66
LL Protocol 88
TONNAGE 69

COLREG 72
UNCLOS
Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 3:

The Republic of Bulgaria has not yet ratified SOLAS Protocol’88 and LL Protocol-88 but both are enforced through IMO Res.A.883(21)
4.1 How many merchant ships of 100 gross tonnage and upwards, 

subject to the relevant instruments you indicated in question 3, 

are currently flying the flag of your State?                                                                           102

4.2 What is the total gross tonnage of merchant ships flying 


   

the flag of your State? 







    985 200


Clarifications, comments or additional information on Justin 4.1 and 4.2:

Fishing vessels, barges and vessels operating exclusively in Bulgarian waters are excluded from the total number of merchant ships of 100 GT and upwards.
INTERNAL CRITERIA
Legal framework

5.    Does your Administration have the necessary laws in force to implement international maritime safety and pollution prevention instruments with regard to:












Yes
    No












          .1    the construction, equipment and management of ships;                      
 .2    the prevention, reduction and control of pollution of the marine

 environment;
 .3    the safe loading of ships;

 .4    the manning of ships;




            


(                 (
          .5   the safety of navigation (including taking part in mandatory reporting 

and routing systems), maintenance of communications and prevention of

collisions?
Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 5:

· SOLAS’74 and SOLAS Protocol’78 have been ratified by the Republic of Bulgaria through Decree No.2250/28.07.1983 and enforced by the Bulgarian Maritime Administration through Articles 7 and 23 of the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code. 

· MARPOL’73/78 has been ratified with the exception of Annexes III, IV and V and enforced by the Bulgarian Maritime Administration through Articles 7 and 23 of the Merchant Shipping Code. Annexes III, IV and V are in force since 13 March 1993.

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 5.1:

The requirements for the construction and management of the ships are those contained in SOLAS’74 as amended, and are implemented through Articles 72 and 73 of the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code and by Order RD-08-149/16.06.1995 of the Ministry of Transport and Communications.  

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 5.2:

The requirements for prevention, reduction and control of the marine environment pollution are those contained in MARPOL as amended, and are implemented through Articles 72 and 73 of the Merchant Shipping Code and Articles 53, 54 and 57 of the Law on Bulgarian Maritime Spaces, Inland Waterways and Ports.

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 5.3:

Requirements regarding safe loading of ships are contained in the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code, Art.363, paragraphs 5, 6, 7.

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 5.4:

Requirements concerning manning of ships are contained in:

-     Merchant Shipping Code, Ch.V, Art.87 and 88; Art.363, para. 8 
· Regulation No.6 on the Seafarers Competence in the Republic of Bulgaria (publ. in State Gazette/17.08. 1999, Appendix No.3 to Art.5;

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 5.5:

Requirements concerning safety of navigation, maintenance of communications and prevention of collisions are found in Art.77 of the Merchant Shipping Code and Order No.100/07 March 1978 as amended 01 February 1997 of the Chief of the State Shipping Inspectorate. 

6. Does your Administration have the necessary laws in force to ensure the        
Yes      No

provision of penalties of adequate severity to discourage violation of 

international instruments to which your State is a Party?

The legal instruments ensuring the provision of penalties to discourage infringement of international instruments are as follows:

· Penalty Code of the republic of Bulgaria, Articles 340, 352A and 353A;

· Merchant Shipping Code – Articles 74, 78, 362, 363 and 368

7. Does your Administration have the necessary laws in force to provide for       
Yes       No

 ship inspections to ensure compliance with international maritime safety and 

pollution prevention standards, to which your State is a Party?

The legal instruments providing compliance with the international maritime safety and pollution prevention standards are laid down in:

· Articles 73 and 78 of the Bulgarian Merchant Shipping Code;

· Regulation No.5 on Ships Documents

8. Does your Administration have the necessary laws in Force to take legal         
Yes       No

action against ships which have been identified as not being in compliance

 with the international instruments to which your State is a Party?

9. Does your Administration have the necessary laws in force to carry out the      
Yes       No

 required casualty investigations?

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 9:
· Art.79 of the  Bulgarian Shipping Code requires investigation of all casualties, incidents and accidents;

· Regulation on incidents and accidents investigation (01.06.1973) exists  

Enforcement
10.  Does your Administration have an infrastructure, including personnel with appropriate technical expertise and experience, to:
.1  identify ships flying the flag of your State which are not in compliance        
Yes       No

       with international maritime safety and pollution prevention requirements?

      .2   take action against ships flying the flag of your State which have been 

       identified as not being in compliance with international maritime safety
       and pollution prevention requirements?

- If yes, against how many such ships was action taken for each of the previous 5 years*?

1995


1996
1997
1998
1999

-


7


2
4
2

11.   Did your Administration investigate detentions by port States of ships             
Yes       No

flying the flag of your State for each of the previous 5 years*? (see also 

question 28)

· If yes, indicate how many such detentions were investigated

1995


1996
1997
1998
1999

10


13


15
16
12

Recognized organizations acting on behalf of the Administration
12. Which organizations has your Administration recognized for the purpose of delegation of authority under the relevant instruments you indicate under question 3?

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 12:
· Germanishe Lloyd (GL). 

· Upon shipowner's request a single delegation of authority to IACS member can be granted.

13.  When your Administration delegates authority to recognized organizations,                Yes       No

does it follow resolutions A.739(18) and A.789(19) as minimum 

 requirements, the requirements in SOLAS 74, regulation XI/1, and the analogous 

requirements in MARPOL 73/78 in any delegation of authority?

14. Has your Administration provided IMO with a copy of the formal                                  Yes       No

agreement or equivalent legal arrangements with the recognized

 organizations listed in question 12?

15.  Indicate which survey and/or certification functions your Administration has delegated to the recognized organizations referred to in question 12.

Function                                                                                            Surv/Audit        Approval          Cert

Document of Compliance (ISM)

Safety Management Certificate (ISM)

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 15:

Document of Compliance is issued by the Maritime Administration on the grounds of audits carried out by GL. Audits for the purpose of issuing SMC is entrusted to GL. SMC are issued by the Maritime Administration. Audits for intermediate verification of SMC are entrusted to GL. Verification of the SMC is done by the Maritime administration when the audit is carried out in Bulgarian ports and by GL when the audit is carried out abroad.

16. Indicate, for the instruments you listed under question 3, which survey and/or certification functions are carried out by your Administration.

Function                                                                                            Surv/Audit        Approval          Cert

Cargo Securing Manual




       
Certificate of Fitness (dangerous chemicals)

Certificate for masters, officers or rating
Construction and Equipment Certificate
Document of Compliance (ISM)
Document of Compliance (dangerous goods)
Enhanced survey report file
Exemption Certificate (SOLAS)
Intact Stability Booklet
International Load Line Certificate

International Load Line Exemption Certificate
International Tonnage Certificate

IOPP Certificate
Manifest/stowage plan (dangerous goods)

Minimum Safe Manning Document
Passenger Ship Safety Certificate

Safety Construction Certificate
Safety Equipment Certificate








Safety Management Certificate (ISM)





Safety Radio Certificate  

SOPEP   


17.  Does your Administration carry out the verification and monitoring              Yes          No 

functions specified in resolution A.739(18)?

18. How does your Administration carry out the verification and monitoring functions specified in resolution A.739(18)?

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 18:

Verification and monitoring of GL is performed by our inspectors accompanying GL auditors on scheduled audits who oversee the audit activities.

19. How often does your Administration verify and monitor the work of          Every___0__months

 recognized organizations acting on its behalf?

Verification and monitoring of GL activities is a continuous process and is carried out by the Maritime Administration. 
20.  How does your Administration take specific responsibility for international certificates issued on its behalf by dependent territories/second registers?
The Republic of Bulgaria has not dependent territories and a second register.

Casualty and incident investigation
21. Does your Administration have the means (financial and administrative) to             Yes       No

      ensure that thorough and prompt casualty and incident investigations into

      all cases of serious and very serious casualties, as defined in paragraphs 4.2 

      and 4.3 of the annex to Res.A.849(20), are carried out?

Clarifications, comments or additional information on Question 21:
The Maritime Administration does have financial and administrative means to investigate all serious and very serious casualties. The investigation procedure and some definitions do not comply with Res.A.849(20). A revision of the Regulation on incidents and accidents investigation is underway and the provisions of Res.A.849(20) shall be complied with.
22. For each of the previous 5 years* , for ships flying the flag of your State:

        .1    How many serious and very serious casualties and incidents were investigated?

1995


1996
1997
1998
1999

2


3


2
1
3

.2    How many such casualties and incidents were reported to IMO?

Yes          No












(               (
23. Can your Administration provide to IMO, on request, evidence which                      Yes       No

shows that casualties and incidents on ships flying the flag of your State 
have been investigated?
24. For each of the previous 5 years* , has your Administration provided 

    Yes       No

the IMO with the mandatory annual reporting required by article 11.l(f) of 

MARPOL 73/78?  

25. How many allegations of violations, according to article 4 of MARPOL 73/78,  have been made against ships flying the flag of your State in each of the previous 5 years* ?

.1   How many investigations or legal proceedings has your Administration  carried out in the previous 5 years* in accordance with articles 4 and 6 of  MARPOL?

      .2   In how many cases did your Administration report back to the reporting State or to IMO in each of the previous 5 years* ?

1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

Allegations (25)
4
4
2
4
1

Investigations (25.1)
7
7
4
9
1

In the numbers of investigations are included the number of investigations made in Bulgarian ports.

EXTERNAL CRITERIA
26. For each of the previous 5 years* , how many ships flying the flag of your State:

.1     have been involved in serious or very serious casualties?

.2     have become total losses or constructive total losses?

.3     have caused severe pollution**?

.4     What casualty rate per 1000 ships does this represent?

         .5     What is the total tonnage involved as a percentage of the total fleet?

Year

1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

Casualties (26.1)
4
8
5
7
2

Losses (26.2)
0
0
0
0
0

Pollution (26.3)
0
0
0
0
0

Casualty rate (26.4)
39
78
49
68
19

% of Tonnage (26.5)
5
11
7
7
2

27.  In each of the previous 5 years* , how many lives have been lost:

        .1   in casualties involving ships flying the flag of your State?

        .2   due to occupational accidents (i.e. other than from casualties to ships) on ships flying the flag of your State?
NB - Includes: falls; boarding or disembarking; accidents on deck and in machinery spaces; deaths in enclosed spaces; but does not include: accidents ashore, homicide; suicide; or deaths from disease or natural causes.

Year
1995


1996
1997
1998
1999

Ship casualties (27.1)
0
0
0
0
0

Occupational
1
0
0
0
1

28.1 For each of the previous 5 years* , how many ships flying the flag of your State were detained, within the scope of SOLAS 74, MARPOL 73/78, LL 66 or COLREG 72, by port States?

       .2    What detention rate per 1000 ship inspections does this represent?  (see also question 11).

Year
1995


1996
1997
1998
1999

Detentions (28.1)
10
13
15
16
12

Rate per 1000 (28.2)
98
127
147
156
117


*or from the date your Government became a Party to the relevant instrument if that is later.

** Severe pollution is a case of pollution which, as evaluated by the coastal State(s) affected or the flag State, as appropriate, produces a major deleterious effect upon the environment, or which would have produced such an effect without preventive action.
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